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[57] _ " ABSTRACT

A water tap filter having separablé components for
selective use in forming either a steady stream of water
or alternately a spray. The unit includes in its - steady
stream component a filter element.

1 Claim, 1 Drawing Figure
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L
WATER TAP FILTER

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

This invention relates to an improved filter device
which may be used 4s an attachment to a conventional.

water tap. While there have been numerous devices
proposed and employed to filter water from . conven-
tional honsehald water taps, none, insofar as I have been
able to'determine, provides a unit which may be selec-
tively used to form a steady stream or altérnately a
spray. Further, I am not aware of units for attachment
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to water taps which provide filtering and also selective

use for spray or steady stream generation of water.
 .SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION .
The filter unit of the present invention includes a

housing formed of an upper and lower component. The

- upper component is provided with a diffusing screen
which screen forms water passing through it into a
. spray. The lower component is provided with a water

filter unit and is shaped to re-form the spray into a-

.steady stream. ‘

It is thus an object of the present invention to prbvide ‘

a water filter unit having a pair of components adapted
to be selectively engaged or disemgaged to provide
selectively a spray or alternately a steady stream of
water, and with one of the components containing a
- filter unit, A further object of the present invention is to
provide a water tap attachment designed with separable
components that provide, in-normal assembled use, a
steady stream of watet and, when separated a spray
from a water tap. This invention also provides an assem-
-bly of components used to form selectively a steady
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housing is secured. The water is spread by the screen 25

into a spray as it passes into the lower component 12.
The upper component 11 is provided with a sealing

ring or O-ring 30 below the lip 24 to provide a water

tight seal between the upper and lower components 11

and 12. The lower component 12 threads onto the upper

-comiponent 11 with the lip 21 in threaded engagement

with the lip 23. At the lower end of the lip 23 is an
inwardly extending skirt 31 that forms a frustoconic
section and terminates in an axially located opening 34.
'The opening 34 is coaxial with the opening formed by
the collar 15 and is spaced below the water filter unit
generally illustrated at 35. - ‘

The water filter unit 35 comprises a metal mesh 36
formed of conventional metal mesh material or alter-
nately may comprise a multiperforated metal disc. This
metal screen 36 supports a cotton or other fibrous filter

‘material 37 which is cireular in shape and which extends

entirely across the lower component 12 at the juncture
of the lip 23 and skirt 31. The filter pad 37 is secured.
tigidly between the screen 36 and ring 30 and preferably

" has a thickness in the order of several millimeters. This ,
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stream or spray of water with the components readily

disassembled for cleaning and repair.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a filter system of simple and inexpensive but sturdy
construction. ‘ o

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of
this invention will be understood more fully from the
following detailed description of this invention in which
- the drawing illustrates an elevation of a unit embodying
the present invention in partial cross section,

~ DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT '

As shown in the drawings, the filter unit includes a
housing 10 in turn formed of an upper component 11
and lower component 12. The upper component 11 is
formed with an annular collar 15 that is internally
threaded at 16 to engage the nozzle of a conventional
household water tap. An O-ring 17 is seated within the
annular coliar 15 to provide a water tight seal when the
collar 15 is threaded onto the nozzle of the water tap. A
skirt 20" depends angularly outwardly from the lower
end of the collar 15 and terminates in a depending annu-
lar lip 21 which is externally threaded at 22 to receive
complementary threads on a complementary lip 23
formed at the upper end of the lower component 12,
The depending annular lip 21 is formed with an inter-
nally extending shoulder 24 that engages and secures a
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screen 25. The screen 25 is formed with a plurality of .

-apertures 26 that diffuse water moving in the direction
of arrow A from the nozzle of a water tap to which the

filter material 37 is designed to engage and hold parti-
cles in the water passing through the filter. The screen
36 and the screen 26, when the unit is assembled, are
spaced apart less than 4 of an inch with the screen 26
bowed to form a very shallow dome-like depending
configuration as illustrated. The screen 3€ is substan-
tially planar. .

In use, the assembled unit as illustrated may be se-
cured to a conventional nozzle of a water tap. Water
passing in the direction of arrow A first passes through
the upper component 11. When this water hits screen
25, it diffuses and spreads uniformly across the filter 37.
The water at this point is essentially a spray in which
the impact of the water is somewhat lessened by the
diffusing effect of screen 25. This diffusing effect, in
turn, causes less damage to the relatively fragile cotton
or other fiber pad 37. After the water passes through

"screen 36, the lower component 12 redirects the stream

of water with the skirt 3t converging this stream into a
steady stream that flows out of the opening 34. Thus,
the unit as assembled both filters water with a diffusing
action and also emits the water in a steady uniform
stream, ‘ i

-If the unit is to be used as a spray unit, the lower
component is remaved together with the filter elements

36 and 37 as well as the O-ring 30. The water passing in

the direction of arrow A will pass through the screen 25
in a conventional shower-like spray. ‘
If the user desires to replace the filter 37 the lower
component is removed and the filter is simply replaced.
Since these filters absorb most particulate matter that is
carried by the stream of water, they get dirty quite
readily. The life of the filter, however, is maximized, as
described above, by the diffusing effect of the screen 25.
It should be understood that the foregoing descrip-
tien of the invention is intended to merely be illustrative
thereof and that other embodiments and modifications
may be apparent to those skilled in the art without de-
parting from the spirit and within the scope of the ap-
pended claims. ‘
What I claim is: - ‘
1. A filter device for attachment to a water tap nozzle
comprising upper and lower companents having means
for selective interengagement and detachment, said
upper component having means for securing to a water
tap nozzle at one end and for attachment to said lower
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component ai the other end thereof, and said upper
component providing a passage for water from said tap
to said lower component and having a water diffusing
screen extending across said passage, said water diffus-
ing screen being bowed to form a very shallow dome-
like depending configuration, said lower component
forming a passage for water from said upper component
and having a single thin porous fibrous water filter pad
having a thickness of several millimeters or less extend-
ing across the passage in said lower component and
aligned with said screen in said upper component to
receive water passing therefrom in a spray form, a sup-
porting metal mesh screen positioned below and adja-
cent to said fibrous filter for support thereof, a sealing
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ring positioned above and in facing relation with said
fibrous filter and forming a sandwich of said sealing
ring, fibrous filter and mesh screen with said sandwich
rigidly secured between projections extending from the
internal walls of said upper and lower components, said
diffusing screen spaced a distance of less than § inch
abave said filter to substantially reduce the impact of
the water spray on the porous filter, said lower compo-
nent forming a chamber as means for receiving water
passing through said water filter and redirecting said
water from a spray form to a steady stream as it passes

from satd device.
x K * % *



